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THE LAW OF ARREST BY PoLICEXEN.. The
case of Patrick MeDonald. for the murder, onc
uight Iast July, of Darniel Brown, colored, ou
trial in the Criminal Court of Baltimore City
for some days past, involved decisions on eov-
eral points regarding duries and privilezes of
policemen, and the rights of citizens in their
houses, which are fwportant to bear in mwiud.
BlcDonald was a policeman at rhe time of the
homicide. An entertuinment was given by a
colared sailor, who lived in the house with
Browu, and who was about to leave port on a
vorare. Some neighbors compluined of the
nolze made by the party, and the policeman en-
tered the dwelling, where there were vo white
persous present beside himself, and where a
ditienlty with some of the inmates resulted in
the policeman shooting the head of the house,
Daniel Brown, and killing him. The party, it
was contended, was of that class called weake-
walks,” or parties towards which each partici-
pant contributes an admission fee. It has been
cusfomary to isswe permits or lcense to heid
these »pay parties” on payment of a small fee
into the city tressnry,

Iu the course of the trial Judge Gilmor de-
cided that an arder of the board of police com-
wmissioners to the f{orce to the effect that ofii-
cers may, in cases of breach of the public peace
in their sight or hearing, arrest without
havivg & warrant, and ceven break open doors
for that purpose, could not be given in
evidence as 8 justification of the act of M¢Don-
ald in entering Brown's house without q war-
raut on complaint of the noise there, and for
the denth that ensuned from the pistol in his
hands. It was contended by the prosecution
that no words of insult to an officer justificd
arrest or azzault by him; that an ofiicer has no
right to enter a house to sec if a vpay party™ is
going ou, for which a ficense is required, and to
arrest the party if such is the case, and that a
death cansed by the ofticer i< murder. The de-
fense was in efiect that the ofiicer was first
assanited on the sidewalk, and had the right to
follow his assaiiant into the house, and if he
then moves towards the ofiieer with an iron im-
plement the latter may shoot him, The case
was given to the jury yesterday afiernuon,
whose verdict is expected to be rendered to-day,
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